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Leading 
 

 As We 
 

Follow 

A PLACE TO BELONG...A PLACE TO MATTER 



 During my daily reflection time, I often drift back into thoughts of my early days on the farm with my 

Papaw. I think about all those afternoons of hard work, the mornings of milking cows, the weekends filled with 

the gathering hay, and working.  I can also remember having plenty of questions about the details of our work.  

For me, this was and essential part of what we were about. I could often be found asking the following: 

What are we doing? Where are we going?  How can we get there?  Do I need to help? 

 And while I am sure it probably irritated Papaw, he would take time to explain our activities, often with 

my nickname of the day in tow.  The lessons I learned on the farm at his feet created a richness in memory and 

purpose in my life. It was worth the challenges, the sweat, the sore muscles, and the mess of it all.  Papaw is 

gone now, but the important experiences and lessons remain. Today, I find myself still asking those questions I 

often posed as a boy. Only now, as husband, dad, and pastor, I find myself asking them of God, the leader of my 

faith journey. 

 This journey is the same and different in many ways.  While I was not always sure about what we were    

doing, I trusted that it needed to be done. Many times I did not know where the day might lead us in our work 

together, but it was always about something greater than my perspective. When we moved, it was always       

reassuring for me to know where we were going. And even though others really did not think about this, it was 

and is important to me. Through prayer and discernment, I often find myself thinking about the road of our  

journeys together; the shape of it, the consistency of its surface, and the length.  I guess you could say that the 

“How” is still just as important as the “Where.” I am grounded in the faith that informs me of our task, of our  

following, and of our journey.  This faith reveals that there is always something that we can do. In fact, God  

expects it.  God expects us to respond to his grace and mission of life. God wants a promising future for us that 

is lived out in our leadership amidst the questions of following. It doesn’t matter to God if we can or cannot lift a 

75-lb bag of fertilizer or throw a green bale of soybean hay.  Rather, God has planted a story and a feeling   in-

side of us that reveals a truth, “There is always something that each of us can do to help.” This is the promise of 

what God expects us to embrace together. 

 The what, where, how, and do of my life on the farm seems like yesterday.  It was a time of complete 

dedication.  It was a time of following.  My life today is also one of the same dedication and following. God is 

asking us to follow him in a fully embraced way in order to lead others through the example of our lives. As we 

follow God, we are also being taught how to lead through following by the power of Holy Spirit. 

 As United Methodists, we are assembled as the Body of Christ together.  And when we become a part of 

this body, we say these words that inform how we will follow Jesus Christ in our setting.  We profess,  

“I will faithfully support THIS congregation, Smith Grove United Methodist Church, 

 with My Prayers, My Presence, My Gifts, My Service, and My Witness." 

 I challenge us today to remember our vows of membership.  May we embrace a life of following as each 

of us reflect upon the questions of  

How? Where? What? and Do?   

 During this Lenten Season, I pray that we will continue to ask the hard questions, to pray about our     

response, and ask God to lead us in such a way that we all can learn to Lead as we Follow. And as we consider 

how Smith Grove United Methodist church might embrace our promising future, may we remember that we 

serve a God of Miracles.  I pray that we will always seek God’s discernment and guidance.  May we be truly  

thoughtful about what we are doing, where we are going, and how are we going to get there to do the work that 

God would have us do as servant leaders in this journey called ministry.   

~ Pastor Crotts 



Life at Smith Grove 

Thursday, April 4th 

Choir Practice 6:00pm 
 

Sunday, April 7th  

Youth Gathering 12:30pm 

Confirmation 2019 2:00pm 

Church Council Gathering 4:00pm 

FPDC Volunteer Celebration 

7:00pm 
 

Sunday, April 14th  

Palm Sunday Service 

Easter Egg Hunt - 1:00 pm 

Confirmation 2019 2:00pm 
 

April 15th 

Women’s Gathering 
 

Wednesday, April 17th  

Church Fellowship Meal 6:30pm 

Grow with God 7:00pm 
 

Friday, April 19th 

Good Friday  

Holy Communion Service 7:00pm 
 

April 20th 

Men’s Gathering 
 

Sunday, April 21st 

Easter Sunday Celebrations 

9:00am “Son” Rise Service 

10:30am Praise and Share 

11:00am Easter Sunday Service 

 
Sunday, April 28th  

Newcomer Lunch with  

Pastor Darren 12:30pm  

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Upcoming Host 

Week for 

SGUMC 

April 14th - 21st 
Can You Sleep, Spend time                         

in Fellowship with Others? 

Maybe cook a meal?, 

or offer the hand of Christ                         

to a child in need? 

 

Let Sue Boggs or Cindy Foster know 

how you would like to help out. 

“Every Child Deserves a Home.”  

April 3 Kelly Boger 

April 11 Ann Dean Newsome 

April 12 Jack Paige 

April 13 Mike Holder 

April 15 Darren Hepler 

April 19 Joanna Jasper 

April 26 Tori Jacobs 

April 28 Alan Moran 

 Tony Nichols 

April 29 Matt Webb 

  

April 9 Chad & Jean Renegar 

April 13 Jerry & Joann Armsworthy 

April 19 Jack & Judy Paige 

April 21 Randy & Kelly Boger 



Every Sunday 
10:30 am 

April’s Story 
“Easter & Holy Week”  

MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

1st Sunday 
 

10:30 Meet in sanctuary to praise/share 
11:00 Traditional worship 

(Kids’ Showcase & Holy Communion) 
 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday 
 

10:30 Meet in sanctuary to praise/share                                                                                             
11:00 Centers 11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

5th Sundays- Song services 
 

10:30 Meet in sanctuary to praise/share 
11:00 Everyone in sanctuary 

 

One Wednesday a month 
 

6:30 pm Fellowship meal together 
7:00 pm Centers for Kids 

Bible Study for Adults 
 

INVITE A FRIEND! 

We Have  
Our New Roof! 

To date, our  
contribution total is  

 

$43,940.00 
 

Thank you for all 
you have  

already given!  
 

Together, we can  
reach our goal of 

 

$80,000.00  
 

in 2019!! 

Updates and Information 



PRINT THIS PAGE to Invite Friends and Neighbors!! 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14 - FUN BEGINS AT 1PM 

SMITH GROVE UMC 
3492 US 158, MOCKSVILLE, NC 

HOLY WEEK 2019 at Smith Grove 

“Son” Rise Service - 9:00 am 
Breakfast - 9:45 am 

Praise & Share - 10:30am 
Resurrection Service - 11am 

April 14th 
 11:00am 

Holy Communion Service 
April 19th - 7:00pm 

Pass This Along as an Invitation 



THE MEANING OF LENT…. 

Lent, the period of 40 days before Easter (excluding Sundays), begins on  
Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter. 

 

During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection and repentance 
when we seek to literally “turn around” and realign our lives and focus toward God.  It 

is a time to give up things as well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us rid 
ourselves of distractions and our own selfish desires. By doing so, we seek to live and 

love as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Embracing God’s Promising Future 

I would like to encourage us all to lift up the ministries of  

Smith Grove UMC.  We are moving ahead in the promising future of God,  

and EACH OF US has a part to play! 
 

Pray more earnestly this year for our families and our church. 

Ask God to use my Gifts, Service, Presence, Prayers, and Witness. 

Request that God’s promising future for Smith Grove UMC is revealed. 

Invite my friends and neighbors to our church on Sunday. 

Be creative in how we  invest in our my church in 2019. 

SMITH GROVE TRIVIA:  

How many disciples call Smith Grove home? 
What is the population within 1 mile radius of our church? 

What is the average age within that same radius? 
How might I describe our church to others in the community? 

When does Praise & Share time begin each week? 
What is Grow with God? 

Ann Dean Newsome Bradley Shane Phillips Kathleen Barnhardt Lewis & Jean Rothrock 

Laura Medford Jean Renegar Jason Toombs Craig Hanes 

Betty Beeding Parker Bailey Louise Wilson Mary Smith 

Bernice Dwiggins Inez Williams Rochelle Law Ken Moorefield 

Ann Boger Jean Renegar Ona Gray Hall Baily Brandon 

Larry Springer Eric Springer Rebecca Woodard Ken Moorefield 

Smith Grove Prayerful Concerns 

Random Act of Kindness: Write and Send  a card to at least 3 people from our Prayer List 

Check your Answers in the 

May Edition of the Smith 

Grove Connector 


