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 I love my new office.  Not only is it quite a bit larger, there is more light, and it provides a great space 

for my vocation as a pastor.  I really love the windows most of all.  They allow me to open the blinds and let the 

sunshine in (when it is not raining).  At times, I can actually feel the warmth of the sun’s light on my face as it 

reaches through. From time to time, I peer outside see what God is up to. Today I see a new flower right outside 

of my window and our church called Smith Grove UMC.  I am reminded as I gaze upon the green and yellow 

symbols of renewal that God is always up to something.  When I see new flowers blooming in our cemetery, I 

realize that God is always making a new thing.  I find myself drawn to the prophet Isaiah’s words about how we 

might consider the past while continuing to press onward into the newness of God.  I am also inspired to begin 

the season of Lent, the 40 days of repentance leading to Easter. 

Isaiah 43:18-19 tell us,  
 

 “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert. “ 

 

 Over the past few months, I have traveled to many churches in our Yadkin Valley District to assist in 

healthy conversations around the Special Called General Conference of 2019 that has now concluded.  During 

these visits to churches, I witnessed the division among God’s people over the issue of human sexuality. And 

while GC 2019 has officially adjourned, the conversation continues.  I feel sure that we at Smith Grove UMC 

will also continue to discuss these matters on some level.  I pray today that our divisions will not define who we 

are, and that we can all see and embrace the newness that the God of miracles has in store.  

 This being said, my heart is broken today for those within our fellowship of churches who might feel as 

if they do not Belong or Matter.  I am troubled by the potential separation that might be coming. It is my prayer 

today that God will once again create something new in the United Methodist Church.  And as I pray for this 

new creation, I hope that we all might join in this act of holiness together. 

 Furthermore, I invite us all to embrace the season of Lent this year in a new way.  As we reflect upon 

those things in our lives that might cause us separation from God, it is my hopes that we can all be made new.  

As we remember and repent, may we all become more forgiving, more inclusive, and more like Christ to others.  

May we all truly embrace our promising future of God in the newness he promises.   

 And as we truly live into this promise, may we remember the “main thing” of being God to those who 

are lost and in need of hope.  May we live into the newness of life that is offered to us by a loving God as we 

reach out to others.  May we embrace the promising future of God and become a place where EVERYONE can 

Belong and Matter.  May we, God’s people at Smith Grove United Methodist Church, realize that God’s               

promise of life is not about our divisions, but about our unity in Christ.  God of Miracles, hear our prayer. 

~ Rev. Darren L. Crotts 

Smith Grove Prayerful Concerns 



Newsletter Information 

If you would like a group gathering, church 

event, or anything in the life of Smith Grove 

highlighted in the monthly newsletter, please 

contact the church office by the 20th of 

each month.  

We welcome you to call, email, or come by 

and bring your  information to Mischelle.  

Life at Smith Grove 

Sunday March 3rd 

Visioning Gathering #3 
 

Tuesday, March 5th 

Fat Tuesday 

Pancake Supper 5:30pm 

(Youth Fundraiser) 
 

Wednesday, March 6th 

Ash Wednesday Service 7:00pm 
 

Sunday, March 10th 

Church Council Gathering 5:00pm 
 

Wednesday, March 13th 

Church Fellowship Meal 6:30pm 

Grow with God 7:00pm 
 

Friday, March 15th  

Women’s Gathering 
 

Wednesday, March 20th 

Men’s Gathering 
 

 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  

Upcoming Host Weeks  

for SGUMC 

April 14th - 21st 
Can You Sleep, Spend time in Fellowship with Others? 

Maybe cook a meal?, 

or offer the hand of Christ to a child in need? 

Let Sue Boggs or Cindy Foster know how you would like to help out. 

“Every Child Deserves a Home.”  

March 1 Inez Williams 

March 5 Ann Smith 

March 8 Dylan Harris 

March 11 Gary Boggs 

March 14 Natalee Short 

March 18 Lewis Rothrock 

March 20 Lillian Seats 

March 21 Craig Hanes 

March 26 Brad Ball 

  

March 15 Mike & Patsy Holder 



Every Sunday 
10:30 am 

March’s Story 
“Walking on Water”  

MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

1st Sunday 
 

10:30 Meet in sanctuary to praise/share 
11:00 Traditional worship 

(Kids’ Showcase & Holy Communion) 
 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday 
 

10:30 Meet in sanctuary to praise/share                                                                                             
11:00 Centers 11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

5th Sundays- Song services 
 

10:30 Meet in sanctuary to praise/share 
11:00 Everyone in sanctuary 

 

One Wednesday a month 
 

6:30 pm Fellowship meal together 
7:00 pm Centers for Kids 

Bible Study for Adults 
 

INVITE A FRIEND! 

We Have  
Our New Roof! 

To date, our  
contribution total is  

 

$43,265.00 
 

Thank you for all 
you have  

already given!  
 

Together, we can  
reach our goal of 

 

$80,000.00  
 

in 2019!! 

Updates and Information 



WHAT IS LENT? 

Lent, the period of 40 days before Easter 
 (excluding Sundays), begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at              

sundown on Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter. 
 

During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection 
and repentance when we seek to literally “turn around” and realign 

our lives and focus toward God.  It is a time to give up things as 
well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us rid ourselves of 

distractions and our own selfish desires. By doing so, we seek to 
live and love as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

God’s Promising Future 

How can I pray more earnestly this year for my family and our church? 

How might God use my Gifts, Service, Presence, Prayers, and Witness? 

What is God’s promising future for Smith Grove UMC? 

How might I be able to invite my friends and neighbors to our church? 

What are the ways that I can invest in my church in 2019? 

Latest News:  

Our church hosted training for 
North Davie Middle School on 
February 19th & 20th by supply-
ing a space and meals in our       
fellowship hall.  This training, 
called Sources of Strength, is 
meant to help build a culture of 
strength and trust to combat  
suicidal thoughts by our young 
people. 

 
There were 26 adults and 72 youth at this training.   

Way to go Smith Grove!! 


